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Recently we have received two intelligence reports on contacts between
Pleng Ming-min and both the ROC and the PRC, P'eng is the most
visible leader of the Taiwan Independence Movement, As you know,
he escaped from Taiwan last year and is now in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

In August the ROC sent an emissary to the United States to establish
contact with P'eng, The emissary appeared to have been briefed by
Chiang Kai-shek himself, '

The man urged P'eng to return to Taiwan and cooperate with the GRC.

- P'eng turned down the invitation because he found the conditions set

- by the ROC unacceptable, The emissary had told P'eng that if he

. would accept the continued validity of the ''return to the mainland"
policy, and of ROC control of the military forces on the island, he

- would be permitted to become active in provincial political afiairs.,
The emissary expressed fears that if P'eng did not cooperate the
ROC would use increasingly repressive measures against the
Taiwanese population,

More recently, Pleng himself took the initiative of calling John S,
Service before his trip to China to ask Service to arrange with Chou
En-lai for a (P'eng) visit to mainland China, or to otherwise enable
Pleng to establish direct contact with authorities of the PRC, Chou
En-lai is reported to have said to Service when Pl'eng's message

' was raised: '"'Any friends of Pleng who have not taken part or approved
of the Taiwan independence movement can come here and then report
back to Pleng,"
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FRI reporting bas reveslad tha: Pleng attempted o got his mistress
vkt of Talwan throwgh the ploy of bavimg the worman marry sa Amwerican
soldisr who would bring ber to the U, 5. as bs wife., The ROC
authorities ave sware of the ploy, and have moved to block the woman's
exii. They heve expressed to USC officials the hope that prossures
will oot be applied from the U. S, side to allow the woman o leave the
island. Pleng thus may find bie sitvaiicn in ihis country increasingly
frusiraling at a personal lsvel, compounding whai muat be hs pelitical
frasteations sbhout lack of support for Talwan tndapendence by U, 5,
aunthorities sad the worid community in general (zs demoustrated by
the U. N, Chirep vote},

Talwavese tlose to Fleng describe the man 2y an spporiunisi, At

ieant one could ssauwine that & man &3 palitically active as Feng--fiading
the direct road hack te Taiwan unsttesctive, and disappoiated by the

U. 5. position on Tajwansse independence- -Inight begla o think sbout
wmakiog some kind of aa arrsogement (a ls Rbhaaouk?) witk the PAC,
Certainly Pleung’s imitistive toward Chos En-lni suggests that he may

be thinking in this directicn.

The fact that Chou at present kas sdopted a “handa off" policy toward
those associated with Taiwsaese indepeadence gives voe more indicazion
of monnting PRC anxiety over the posaibllities ol an independent status
for the {sland, As time goes by, however, aud as the difficuliies of
recovering the island hecume more obvious, PRL lasders may sesk
ways of ssing o maa like Peag to sustain their claims to the island

and to the "Chinesemess™ of its pesple.

In an ariicle in the New York Times on October 27, Ploug gave evidence
af the current state of his thiaking sbout "Farmoses! ' foture. He
listed fve bastc conditions shaping & seitlement of the island’s statas:

1. The U. 3. casmet maimisin ity military prosence on Taiwan
pertuanently,

. The PRC camsot simply sanex the isiand,

3. The ROC cammot continue to saataia its rule sver the island on
its prosent "absurd basis, ’

4. The people of the island csonot live is & state of hostility with
the mainland,
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5. “The unigque history and identity of the people on Formosa cannat
ke disregarded, nor their aspiratioa to decide thelr own destiny denied.

Plong then added that, “the Formosan people wamiote live in the most
friendly association with the Chiness people snd woulid spare no effort to
establish the closest economic, cummareiai, cultural and even

political ties with Ching,

Whare this ail comes ot st the momest is uncertain, On the sssumptions
that #'eng does not just withdraw from politics and that the Tatwan issse
is not asttled between the PRC and the present ROC lesdorship on o
biletersl basis, one can [crusee three possible futires for Fleng and

bis siviviags (or "Formesan independence’™

1. Cooperaticn with the pos o leadership. With Chisang Hai-shek's
pessing, the suceessor ROC lendarship may move to brozden ils base

of support from the Taiweunese population, Is such vircumetseces,

P'eng wight be offered mare aceepisble terms for & retura to Talwan

than the ROC offered him this fall, Pleng thus wighi help to Hak the

KMYT to the loce! popuistion and straagthen the de fasio sutonomy of

the ialand,

Z. Ce-optation by the PRCZ In sircumstances of lncransiog
perscasl frustrstion sud pelitical trclation, P'eag might be tempted
to play the role of a Sthancuk with Peking, using a relationship with
PRC sutberities for public claime that he has worked out “the most
friendly nesocistion with the Chiness people” which would give &
meanurs of local autonomy to the Taiwanese within a larger context
of “political ties with Chins. ” [The quoted phrases sre from Pleng's
Getober 37 New Yerk Times article],

The PRC lendersbip might seock to accommadate Pleng to such

s pablic, “uaited fremt” rele if they felt it wonld strengthen thelr
curreat susertions that the Taiwsuense propls wish iv be "reunited

with the motherland, ” This spproach may become increasingty
attractive to Peking if it finds that avesues toward a uegatiated

solution to the island's status favorable to thelr imteresis sre not forih-

coming.
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‘ : - & third, bul loss mmly,
almrmﬁvw might tavelve Pleng in mgatimmm between Peking and
{pont-Clmno) Taipei. if some formula cohld be found for Taiwanese “2uioneiny
within & one-China {zemewcrk acceptable (o bath the RGC and
Comtmunist leaderships, the xay political problem weuld be helding
the loyaliy of the Taiwanese, Naturally they sould fear that the
RGC was selling out thelr {aterests to the raninland, In such circumstances,
Plend--as the wast visible leader of the Formosan autonomy position-8
cuuld play & key role 28 & public figure supporiing s negotiated solution
to the Taiwan question. Fis backing could play & major part in preveniing
& Taiwanese revolt sgeiast 8 PRC-BROC deal, for he is cne of the few
mes whose public conperation wonBi imply suflicient local autenomy
for the Taiwaness (o gese fears of direct ‘communizaiion” of the island,
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